
Invitation to the 2nd zoominar of the ESREA Migration, Transnationalism and Racisms 
Network on Monday, January 17th, 5 pm (CET):  

 

Multiculturalism at a Crossroads:  
Combating Anti-Asian Racism and Xenophobia during COVID-19 in Canada 

Shibao Guo (University of Calgary) 

 
The year 2021 marks the 50th anniversary of the official multiculturalism policy in Canada. Often 
held up internationally as a successful model, Canada’s practice and policy of multiculturalism 
have enjoyed international recognition as being pioneering and effectual. Yet, this apparent 
successful record has not gone unchallenged during COVID-19 when its racial and ethnic 
conflict and division resurfaces. Since the outbreak of the global pandemic, there has been a 
surge in racism and xenophobia across the country towards Asian Canadians. On the occasion of 
celebrating its 50th anniversary, it is necessary to revisit multiculturalism at the crossroads of 
anti-Asian racism during COVID-19. Using critical discourse analysis, this talk critically 
analyzes incidents that were reported in popular press during the pandemic pertaining to anti-
Asian and anti-Chinese racism and xenophobia. To combat and eliminate racism, there is an 
urgent need for immediate action by adopting a framework of pandemic anti-racism education in 
post-COVID-19 Canada.  

 

Link to the zoominar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83730464172?pwd=ZkZYTlljWExTWDAyaWpGRGN5alE0QT09 
 
Meeting-ID: 837 3046 4172 
Kenncode: A1Y758 
 

Shibao Guo is a Professor at the Werklund School of Education, University of Calgary. He 
specializes in transnational migration, ethnic and race relations, adult and lifelong learning, 
comparative and international education, and internationalization of higher education. His latest 
books include: Decolonising lifelong learning in the context of transnational migration (with S. 
Maitra, Routledge, 2020), Immigration, racial and ethnic studies in 150 years of Canada (with 
L. Wong, Brill|Sense, 2018), Work, learning and transnational migration (Routledge, 2016), 
Spotlight on China: Chinese education in the globalized world (with Y. Guo, Sense Publishers, 2016). 
He is former president of Canadian Ethnic Studies Association and Comparative and 
International Education Society of Canada. Currently he serves as co-editor of Canadian Ethnic 
Studies. He also edits two book series for Brill|Sense Publishers: Transnational Migration and 
Education and Spotlight on China. 


