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In the context of contemporary social and demographic transformations, scientific research
serves as a cornerstone for advancing knowledge, developing evidence-based policies, and
promoting inclusive and sustainable societies. The International Scientific Conference
“Research Diversity in Aging Society” seeks to provide an academic platform for the exchange
of research findings and theoretical reflections that address the multifaceted phenomenon of
population ageing from the perspective of educational science.

The accelerating demographic shift toward aging populations presents both challenges and
opportunities for education systems, social institutions, and research communities. Within this


https://www.mruni.eu/

context, the role of education extends beyond formal schooling to encompass lifelong and
intergenerational learning, social participation, and the cultivation of digital and civic
competencies across the lifespan. Scientific research plays a crucial role in understanding these
dynamics and in generating innovative approaches that respond to the evolving educational
needs of individuals and societies.

The conference aims to highlight the diversity of research paradigms, methodologies, and
theoretical and practical perspectives that contribute to the study of learning and ageing
within adult educational contexts. It seeks to bring together researchers, practitioners, and
educators from various disciplines to explore how learning throughout life, ageing and teaching
intersect across formal, non-formal, and informal settings. By embracing plural epistemologies
tfrom life course and biographical research to sociological, psychological, and pedagogical
approaches, the conference invites critical and creative dialogue about learning, identity, and
participation in ageing societies. Special attention will be given to the experiences and roles of
adult learners, educators, their professional and biographical learning, and how education fosters
learning, agency, solidarity, and well-being across generations.

It encourages interdisciplinary dialogue among scholars in adult education, sociology,
psychology, gerontology, service management, health and welfare policy, technology, and related
fields. In line with networking principles, we invite researchers, PhD and postdoctoral students,
experts, and practitioners from the above areas to discuss various topics related to the main
theme in an interactive, dialogue-based format.

This joint conference aims to explore, reflect, and discuss current issues, questions, perspectives,
and possibilities related to the conference theme and its associated thematic areas across research,
policy, and professional practice.

In an ageing society, learning across the life course demands new lenses on ageing, identity,
participation, and well-being. This conference explores learning and ageing, life transitions and
later life; narrative, biographical and participatory approaches to research; and formal, non-
tormal and informal settings for learners. We foreground adult educators’ professional identity,
well-being and practice, including biographical work, care literacy, Al literacy, and relational
competences.

Contributions may address ethical frameworks for working with older and vulnerable learners;
intergenerational solidarity and community participation; and the roles of the state,
organisations and individuals in building professionalism and developing values of peace and
engagement.

We welcome presentations and discussions based on studies on diversity, paradigms and methods
in ageing communities, and on how training for special groups (e.g., older adults) influences
teaching and learning. Overall, the conference invites dialogue that links personal narratives with
social change, and lifewide learning with the reconstruction of life-course pathways.

Papers may address topics such as learning in transitions; intergenerational learning, solidarity
and community participation; educators’ professional, reflective and ethical practices; policies and
discourses of ageing; or innovative interdisciplinary methodologies.



Through dialogue among scholars, practitioners, disciplines and generations, the conference

seeks to deepen the understanding of learning as a life-long, life-wide, and life-deep process in

human life.

Key thematic areas include:
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Learning in transitions: how age defines constraints and possibilities for citizens;
Narrative, biographical and participatory research on adult education and ageing;
Formal, non-formal and informal settings of education and learning for older adults;

Learning Lives in an Ageing Society: Adult Educators’ professional identity, and
biographical work;

Growing older vs. getting older: discourses, practices, and policies for well-being and
flourishing in later life;

Developing A! (artificial intelligence) literacy, care literacy, and relational competences
among educators and care professionals;

Education, training and professionalisation of adult educators, care givers, managers,
and stakeholders to face the complexities of ageing;

Adult Educators’ identity and professional well-being in changing social contexts;
Ethical frameworks for working with older and vulnerable learners;

Adult Educators’ roles and practice in supporting learning during the life-course and
life transitions: career change, retirement, caregiving, and migration;

Care relationships, boundaries, and identity in life-course and later life;

Active citizenship and community participation of all ages. Intergenerational solidarity,
collaboration, resolving conflicts, and promoting values of peace and engagement;

Narratives of later life: self-reflexivity, biographicity, ageism, discourses, and contexts;

Biographical and narrative learning as a bridge between personal experience and social
change;

Adult Educators’ narrative practices: teaching and learning through life stories and
collective memory;

Lifewide learning and the reconstruction of life-course through narrative inquiry;

Researching diversity in aging societies, communities, paradigms, methodologies, and
perspectives;

The role of the state (macro-level), organizations (meso-level), and individuals (micro-
level) in achieving professionalism;

The role of adult educators’ training and domain-specific expertise (e.g., ageing, care,
and accessibility) in designing equitable teaching—learning processes for diverse learner
groups.



Through plenary lectures, paper sessions, roundtables, workshops and panel discussions, the
conference will facilitate critical reflection on the role of educational science in responding to
demographic change while fostering a society that values knowledge, participation, and learning
at every stage of life.

By promoting research diversity and international collaboration, this conference aspires to
contribute to the broader discourse on how education and science can sustain social resilience
and cohesion in an aging world. The integration of three academic streams provides a clear focus
tor the conference. Dialogical learning and teaching, collaborative dialogues, and dialogical
relationships between adult educators and learners are the primary principles and values in
different professional contexts of adult education (Bound et al. 2019). The last years have been
marked by various crises, which have both reduced and expanded the possibilities for life-course
and life span learning and thereby shaped learning biographies and the identity of older adults.

Conference keynote speakers

Elena Luppi is a Full Professor in Educational Research at the Department of Education of the
University of Bologna. She carries out Evidence-Based Research and Action Research on Design,
Assessment, and Evaluation in Education. She is an expert in Life-long Learning - especially
Ageing, Older Adult Education, Care, Intergenerationality - and in Gender issues, tackling these
topics with an interdisciplinary perspective. She has carried out research projects in these areas
at the international, European, and national levels.

Arunas Béksta is a project and training expert at the Lithuanian Adult Education Association
(LAEA), board member and former president of LAEA. Compiler and author of books on adult
learning, and one of the creators of the European Quality Mark (EQM) for assessing the quality
of adult education. Management consultant and lecturer. Expert in EU-funded projects on public
administration reform and teacher training, with protfessional experience in numerous European,
Asian, and African countries. Head of qualification-development courses for employees of
educational and cultural institutions, lecturer at an online coaching school, and former Minister
of Culture.

The conference will be hosted at Mykolas Romeris University, Vilnius, Lithuania, in partnership
with the European Society for Research on the Education of Adults (ESREA) and three ESREA
networks: Network on Education and Learning of Older Adults (ELOA), Life History and
Biography (LHBN), and Research Network for Adult Educators, Trainers and their
Professionalisation (ReNAdET).

Proposals and submission of papers

We welcome a variety of presentations and workshops on research, professional practice, and
policy related to the theme and key thematic areas identified for the conference. You may also
submit a proposal for a panel presentation. Alongside the papers, we are also calling for two
interactive workshops on the conference theme.
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Participants wishing to present and share a research paper in the form of a presentation or a
keynote presentation are invited to submit an abstract highlighting the main theoretical and
methodological points with a brief selection of references (Times New Roman, 12 pt; 300 words,
references according to APAT).

Participants wishing to organise a workshop are invited to submit an abstract (up to 300
words) outlining the main idea, aims, and expected outcomes of the workshop session. The
proposal should briefly explain the workshop format. For example, interactive discussion,
collaborative or creative activity, or reflective practices and describe how participants will be
engaged in the process. Workshops are intended to foster dialogue, exchange of experiences, and
collaborative exploration of themes related to ageing, learning, and adult education. We
particularly welcome formats that integrate research and practice, encourage interdisciplinary
interaction, and create spaces for dialogue, creativity, and collective reflection.

Participants wishing to present and share practical tools, innovative approaches, or results from
ongoing or completed projects are invited to submit an abstract (up to 300 words, Times New
Roman, 12 pt). Sessions may include several short presentations on a shared theme or project
centred to stimulate discussion and knowledge exchange among participants. We particularly
welcome contributions that connect research and practice, illustrate collaboration between
institutions or communities, and demonstrate how educational initiatives address the challenges
and opportunities of ageing societies.

Please send your abstracts and proposals as a separate sheet with your name, affiliation,
institution, address, e-mail, and a short professional bio of yourself'in the third person (max 100
words per author) to e-mail rdas2026(@mruni.eu.

The Scientific Committee will consider all abstracts and papers by 20 February 2026.
Accepted papers and abstracts will be published in the conference electronic proceedings.

The conference will be held in English. Online presentations are not planned.

The conference organisers plan to publish a collection of selected and peer-reviewed papers
after the Conference.

Important dates and dates for submission

Please submit paper proposals and abstracts by filling out Research Diversity in an Ageing Society.

The Conference e-mail is: rdas2026@mruni.eu.

15 January 2026  Submission deadline of paper proposals and abstracts
20 February 2026 Acceptance of abstracts will be confirmed.

05 March 2026 Deadline for early bird registration (if the payment has not been received
by this date, the regular fee applies)

27 March 2026 Final deadline for registration and payment of the conference fee
22—-24 April 2026 Date of the Conference
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Scientific Committee

Agata Katkoniene, agata.katkoniene(@mruni.eu, Mykolas Romeris University

Anténio Fragoso, aalmeida@ualg.pt, ELOA, University of Algarve

Bernhard Schmidt-Hertha, b.schmidt@edu.lmu.de, ELOA, Ludwig Maximilian
University of Munich

George Zarifis, gkzarifis@yahoo.com, ReNAdET, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki

Irena Zemaitaityte, irene@mruni.cu, ELOA, Mykolas Romeris University

Jolanta Pivoriene, jolantapiv@mruni.cu, Mykolas Romeris University

Justina Garbauskaité-Jakimovska, justina.garbauskaite-jakimovska@fst.vu.lt,
Mykolas Romeris University

Larissa Jogi, larissa.jogi@tlu.ce, ReNAdET, Tallinn University

Laura Formenti, laura.formenti@unimib.it, LHBN, University of Milan Bicocca

Matgosia Malec Rawinski, malgosia.malec-rawinski@edu.su.se LHBN, Stockholm
University

Maria N. Gravani, maria.gravani@ouc.ac.cy, ReNAdET, Open University of Cyprus

Rosita Deluigi, rosita.deluigi@unimec.it, ELOA, University of Macerata

Susanne Lattke, lattke@die-bonn.de, ReNAdJET, German Institute for Adult
Education — Leibniz Centre for Lifelong Learning

Tiina Tambaum, tiina.tambaum@tlu.ce, ELOA, Tallinn University

Organising Committee

Irena Zemaitaityte, irene(@mruni.cu, Mykolas Romeris University

Asta Railiene, asta.railiene@mruni.eu, Mykolas Romeris University

Agata Katkoniene, agata.katkoniene(@mruni.eu, Mykolas Romeris University

Justinas Sadauskas, justas _sad@mruni.eu, Mykolas Romeris University

Jolanta Pivoriene, jolantapiv@mruni.cu, Mykolas Romeris University

Justina Garbauskaité-Jakimovska, justina.garbauskaite-jakimovska@fsf.vu.lt,
Mykolas Romeris University
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ESREA WWW.esrea.org

ELOA www.esrea.org/networks/education-and-learning-of-older-adults/

LHBN www.esrea.org/networks/life-history-and-biography/

www.esrea.org/networks/adult-educators-trainers-and-their-
professional-development/
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